Getting Along with In-Laws	*	135
erous with his mother, father, sister, and brother. Generous of his
money, his time, and himself. He shares his deepest thoughts not
with me, but with his brother, Tim. He sees more of his brother—
Douglas and Tim are in daily communication—than he sees of our
two small sons. He ignores my son by my first marriage, except to
complain about the cost of feeding and clothing an active eleven-
year-old. Any of the extras that make a growing boy happy—a pair
of skis, a tennis racket—opens up a degrading debate in our house-
hold. Usually I let my boy do without. At such times it's difficult for
me not to recall that Douglas virtually forced me to sign away the
youngster's rights to the support of his real f ather.
Unless Douglas is in a beneficent mood, our own little sons fare
poorly, too. When our second boy was born, Douglas did hire a
nurse. The amount of the nurse's wages is a regular and very tire-
some feature of his conversation.
A year ago I had the nursery redecorated without obtaining
Douglas' permission, and he is still keening over the expense. Later,
at a bookstore sale I bought a set of the Children s Encyclopedia
for the room. Douglas assumed his most sarcastic air and wanted
to know what would be wrong with our sons using the public library
when they were old enough to read. At his insistence the nursery
walls were hung with examples of modern art, including two medi-
ocre paintings done by his brother, Tim. Douglas refused to tell me
what he paid his brother for the paintings, but I'm sure the price was
staggering.
In our household only my purchases are subject to question.
Douglas is quick to side-step any questions of mine. Indeed, he
has done his best to keep the size of his practice and the amount
of his income a secret from me. He has a safe at his office, a strong
box at home. He has a special lock on the trunk of his car in case he
needs to transport canceled checks or other records that might be
illuminating to me.
I feel that I should be treated as a full partner in our marriage. If
Douglas is willing to trust me with the care of his two sons* he
should be willing to trust me with his confidence and a just share of

